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Course Syllabus
US History I - Fall 2021
Instructor: Kevin Pecor

Dear Parent/Guardian, 

	Welcome to US History I: Pre-Contact to Reconstruction. I am excited to have your student in class. This semester we will engage in a comprehensive study of critical issues and events in United States history. Please email or call if you have any questions or concerns. 

Thank you,
Kevin Pecor


 My child and I have read and discussed the classroom syllabus.

Student Name (Print)  _____________________________________	Date ____________

Student Signature  ________________________________________	Date ____________

Parent/Guardian Name (Print)  ______________________________	Date ____________

Parent/Guardian Signature _________________________________	Date ____________

Email Address(es) _____________________________________________________________
Phone number(s)  __________________         __________________         __________________
			            Cell			       Home				Work



Course Syllabus
US History I - Fall 2021
Instructor: Madison Williams

Course Description:
Through this course, students will learn about United States History starting from its beginnings to 1877. Topics will include European exploration, The Colonial Era, The American Revolution, the creation of the United States Government, Westward Expansion, The Era of Good Feelings, Jacksonian Democracy, The Abolitionist Movement, Sectionalism, The Civil War, Reconstruction, and the Second Industrial Revolution. Along with these major topics, we will study the social and political consequences of these historical events and make connections between past and present. 


Classroom Rules and Expectations:
· Follow the James Clemens and Madison City Schools guidelines and rules
· Show respect to your teacher, school faculty and staff, your peers, and yourself
· In this classroom, you are to be on task and working towards the learning objectives
· Be on time - tardy students are to get a tardy slip from the front office 


Accommodations:  Requests for accommodations for this course or any school event are welcomed from students and parents. 

Concerning Laptop Utilization: Student laptops should not be hard-wired to the network or have print capabilities. 2. Use of discs, flash drives, jump drives, or other USB devices will not be allowed on Madison City computers. 3. Neither the teacher, nor the school is responsible for broken, stolen, or lost laptops. 4. Laptops and other electronic devices will be used at the individual discretion of the teacher.

Turnitin Notice: The majority of writing assignments in this course will be submitted to Turnitin via the Schoology learning platform. The primary focus of this software is to help students become better writers and scholars. Turnitin generates a report on the originality of student writing by comparing it with a database of periodicals, books, online content, student papers, and other published work. This program will help students discern when they are using sources fairly, citing properly, and paraphrasing effectively - skills essential to all academic work. Students will have the opportunity to review their Turnitin originality report and will have the opportunity to make revisions before submitting their work for grading. Once their work is submitted, teachers have the opportunity to view the student's originality report and grade accordingly.  

Grading Policy:
Test grades will account for 70% of the 9-weeks grade, with the remaining 30% being determined by quiz/daily grades.  The grading scale is as follows:  A (90-100%), B (80-89), C (70-79), D (65-69), and F (below 65).  Grades will be a reflection of mastery of the standards.  Make sure all absences are excused as class work can be made up and graded for excused absences only.  The final exam counts for 20% of the final grade.  

*Grades are to be checked through PowerSchool. Please do not rely on Schoology to check grades.*

Make-Up Work Policy:
Upon return from absence, students will have three days to make up missed assignments with an excused absence. 

Late work will lose 20 points per day. After 2 days, work will not be accepted. 


Course Materials:
-3 ring binder with paper, OR
-Spiral notebook and a folder
-Pens, pencils, markers, colored pencils



	18 - WEEK PLAN*

	WEEK 1
	Introductions/ Pre-contact societies

	WEEK 2
	Compare effects of economic, geographic, social, and political conditions before and after European explorations of the fifteenth through seventeenth centuries on Europeans, American colonists, Africans, and indigenous Americans. 

	WEEK 3
	Compare regional differences among early New England, Middle, and Southern colonies regarding economics, geography, culture, government, and American Indian relations. 

	WEEK 4
	Trace the chronology of events leading to the American Revolution, including the French and Indian War, passage of the Stamp Act, the Boston Tea Party, the Boston Massacre, passage of the Intolerable Acts, the Battles of Lexington and Concord, the publication of Common Sense, and the signing of the Declaration of Independence. 

	WEEK 5
	Describe the political system of the United States based on the Constitution of the United States. 

	WEEK 6
	Explain key cases that helped shape the United States Supreme Court, including Marbury versus Madison, McCulloch versus Maryland, and Cherokee Nation versus Georgia. 

	WEEK 7
	Describe relations of the United States with Britain and France from 1781 to 1823, including the XYZ Affair, the War of 1812, and the Monroe Doctrine. 

	WEEK 8
	Describe causes, courses, and consequences of United States' expansionism prior to the Civil War, including the Treaty of Paris of 1783, the Northwest Ordinance of 1785, the Northwest Ordinance of 1787, the Louisiana Purchase, the Indian Removal Act, the Trail of Tears, Manifest Destiny, the Mexican War and Cession, Texas Independence, the acquisition of Oregon, the California Gold Rush, and the Western Trails. 

	WEEK 9
	Compare major events in Alabama from 1781 to 1823, including statehood as part of the expanding nation, acquisition of land, settlement, and the Creek War, to those of the developing nation. 

	WEEK 10
	Explain dynamics of economic nationalism during the Era of Good Feelings, including transportation systems, Henry Clay's American System, slavery and the emergence of the plantation system, and the beginning of industrialism in the Northeast. 

	WEEK 11
	Analyze key ideas of Jacksonian Democracy for their impact on political participation, political parties, and constitutional government. 

	WEEK 12
	Evaluate the impact of American social and political reform on the emergence of a distinct culture. 

	WEEK 13
	Describe the founding of the first abolitionist societies by Benjamin Rush and Benjamin Franklin and the role played by later critics of slavery, including William Lloyd Garrison, Frederick Douglass, Sojourner Truth, Angelina and Sarah Grimké, Henry David Thoreau, and Charles Sumner.

	WEEK 14
	Summarize major legislation and court decisions from 1800 to 1861 that led to increasing sectionalism, including the Missouri Compromise of 1820, the Compromise of 1850, the Fugitive Slave Acts, the Kansas-Nebraska Act, and the Dred Scott decision.

	WEEK 15
	Describe how the Civil War influenced the United States, including the Anaconda Plan and the major battles of Bull Run, Antietam, Vicksburg, and Gettysburg and Sherman's March to the Sea. 

	WEEK 16
	Compare congressional and presidential reconstruction plans, including African-American political participation.

	WEEK 17
	Explain the transition of the United States from an agrarian society to an industrial nation prior to World War I

	WEEK 18
	Final Exams Preparation



* This syllabus serves as a guide for both the teacher and student; however, during the term it may become necessary to make additions, deletions or substitutions.
image1.png




